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PRIVATE LETTERS. 


L E , 


On che Ganges near Boglipour, 
Auguſt 16, 1787. 
MY DEAREST FATHER, 
ARE I very lately ſent to the poſt- 
office an overgrown packet for my good 
Mother, which I rather ſuppoſe ſhe will re- 
quire a ſuperior degree of patience to peruſe, 
yet, as the veſſel which is to convey our 
preſent diſpatches, from various cauſes 1s 
detained at Calcutta, and probably the month 
may expire before ſhe quits the Roads, I, in 
conſequence of this delay, determined upon 
addreſſing a few lines to you, to deſcribe 
the progreſs we have already made in our 
Expedition up the country, with all occur- 
rences worthy of. note, ſince we left the 
Prefidency. 
This event took place the 28th of laſt 
month, when the Governor general with all 
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64 | 
his family and ſtaff officers, proceeded to the 
firſt military ſtation called Barrickpore, about 
12 miles from Calcutta. — Here we remained 
till the next morning, to collect all our budge- 
rows, pinaces and boats, to, the amount of 
fifty; and paſſing all the foreign ſettlements 


without ſtopping to pay ar receive compli- 


ments, we arrived at a place called Sookſau- 
gur, near go miles from Calcutta, late in the 
evening. — We here ſaw a good Engliſh-built 
houſe, belonging to a merehant; and a large 
indigo manufattory, the ſmell of which was, 
if poſſible more offenſive than the flax pits 
in the Lincolnſhire fens. The next day, July 
goth, we reached Micſapour, go miles fur- 
ther, the country a perfect ſwamp, and in- 
nundated in many parts, to the very doors 
of the miſerable huts of the native farmers. 


The 31ſt. we made nearly the ſame progreſs, 


through a much drier and pleaſanter part 
of the province, having the rice grounds 
beautifully green, with ſeveral fine topes of 
trees, on both ſides the river, in the cen— 
tre of which, many well inhabited villages 
were ſituated. On the 1ſt. of this month, 
having quitted the Hooghley river, and got 

| ; into 


„ 
into the Coſſinbazar, which river you will 
ſee in Rennel's map of Bengal, meets the 
Jellinghee near Nuddeah, and together form 
the Hooghley, which runs by Calcutta into 
the ſea.— We this day paſſed a place, re- 
puted to abound with tygers, called Pattotee, 
and arrived at Augah-deep in the evening; 
both ' theſe ſpots are marked in the above 
map. The 2d of Auguſt brought us to the 
ſmall village of Surampore, near Plaſſey,— 
and on the gd we beheld thoſe famous plains 
of Plaſſey, where lord Clive's bravery and 
good conduct, aided by the baſe treachery of 
Jaffier Ali Cawn, who deſerted his maſter 
to join his troops with thoſe of the noble 
invader, gained immortal glory in the com- 
plete overthrow of the numerous forces 
of the unfortunate Nabob! The grove 
where our troops encamped is ſtill in ex- 
iſtence, and part of the nabob's hunting 
ſeat, where lord Clive fixed his head 
quarters, tho' the river has encroached 
conſiderably on the field of battle, and 
waſhed a great deal of it away. — The 
courle of the river here is ſo exccedingly 


ſerpentine, that we were during the whole 
day 
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| 
1 
day in ſight of Plaſſey, and ſeemed in the 
evening to anchor as cloſe to it as when 
we firſt ſaw it in the morning — vide Ren- 
nel's Bengal map. — On theſe plains great 
part of the year, the hunting and ſhooting 
is wonderfully fine, and I may add courſing 
too; — the hunting conſiſts in tyger, hog, 
and Ceer; the ſhooting in partridge, quail, 
black cocks, &c. and the courſing which 
is excellent ſport in many parts of Bengal, 
in hares and foxes: the laſt affords beſt 
diverſion- with engliſh greyhounds. — I have 
not been able to purſue all theſe amuſe- 
ments as yet, but am ſtrongly defirous of 
being in ſome meaſure acquainted with them 
all during our reſidence in India. The 
Nabob of Bengal, Moubaric ul Dowla, 
who had come down from the city of 
Moorſhedabad, the place of his reſidence, 
on purpole to pay his reſpetts to the Go- 
vernor, was here introduced in ſtate on 
board the governor's budgerow, and he 
attended us afterwards all the way to his 
own palace in the city, where our fleet 
arrived on the 6th. For the ſake of con- 


necting this detail of our progreſs up to 
| the 
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the preſent day, I muſt return again to | 
| Plaſſey, tho' I much fear the whole of this 
account will prove exceedingly uninterelt- 
ing and tedious to you. At preſent, my 
dear fir, as I have no other ſubje& to 
write upon, you muſt excuſe my ſolely 
adhering to it. 

From Plaſſey on the 4th of Auguſt, we 
proceeded to another ſmall village, called 
Cowragatch, where we lay too for the 
night; — But I ſhould remark here, the 
cuſtom in travelling by water, and never 
to be deviated from excepting. in the moſt 
preſſing circumſtances, is to fix your boat 
cloſe to the ſhore every evening about 
ſun-ſet, as the navigation is often interupt- 
ed by ſand-banks and other impediments, 
which in the dark would be difficult to 
avoid; and at the ſame time the people 
belonging to your boats have an opportu- 
nity which ſhould ever be granted them, 
of dreſſing their victuals on ſhore; for this 
permiſſion is abſolutely requiſite if your 
ſervants are Hindoos, as they never eat 
on board; — Muſlulmen are not ſo ſtrict, 
and pay more regard to the cravings of 

Nature 
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nature than the religious half: ſtarv'd Hindod! 
To ſhew further how extremely fearful the 
latter caſt of natives are of defilement, 
particularly in regard to their food, it is 
a conſtant rule with the Hindoos to throw 
away every thing that an European may 
accidentally touch, and often while cook- 
ing their food they will filently endeavour 


to prevent your too near approach, by 


drawing a circle round the ſpot they are 
occupying for that purpoſe ; — ſhould you 
perchance ſtep over it, pollution enſues, 
and the meal is inſtantly flung away! — 
I am told that even the very laſt morſel 


would in fimilar circumſtances ſhare the 


fame fate. ! 

On the 5th, we paſſed Raggamatty, a 
village pleaſantiy fituated; the firſt hill I 
have ſeen in Bengal, and I fancy the. 
only one in the whole province, was here, 
with a ſmall European-built houſe upon 
it; and a Bungalow formerly inhabited by 
Sir Elijah Impey. In the evening of the 
5th we came to another military ſtation, 


named Burrampour, where a Brigade of 


the army is ſtationed, — His lordſhip, in 
| N his 
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his new capacity of Commander in chief, 
landed here, and attended the Parade of 
the different corps; when the uſual com- 
pliments being paid, he re-embarked. the 
ſame night, and proceeded the next mor- 
ning to Moorſhedabad. While the whole 
fleet of boats were paſſing through this long 
miſerable-looking city, the Governor with 
part of his ſuite attended the nabob at his 
palace, where an elegant entertainment in 
the engliſh ſtile was prepared — his lordſhip 
had the honor of a conference alſo with 
two old black ladies, relations of the na- 
bob, called the Begums, which title denotes, 
I fancy, women of royal rank and dignity, . 
—as the cuſtom of the country forbids 
theſe good dames „to be ſeen. of men“ 
a curtain divided the addreſſers and the 
addreſſed, which rendered the ceremony 
rather a ſubje&t of mirth. On the 7th we 
again puſhed on, but perhaps you'll expect 
me to be more deſcriptive of the ancient 
reſidence of the Bengal Soubahs. — The 
city of Moorſhedabad reaches full fix miles 
in extent, I judge ſo from the time we 
were going through it, the Coflinbazar 
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river runs in the centre, and during the 
rains under many houſes of the inhabitants: 
excepting here and there a tolerable build- 
ing, the dwelling of an European or a 
principal black man; I can give you no 
better idea of this great City, than by 
comparing it to Bungate, Newark, or any 
other mud; built village about you, — and 
the country round it at this ſeaſon, brings 


to my recollection, the forlorn appearance 


of Haxey commons in times of yore! 
when the full-ſwoln Vicar's-dike impatient 
of confinement uſed with hideous roar to 
burſt its barrier; and by a wide extended 
deluge render that pretty rural hill, the 
ſeat ,of health, plenty, and content, nearly 
inſular. On the 7th as before obſerved, 
we left .this place, diſtant from Calcutta 
192 miles by water, with a fine fair gale, 
which puſhed us on very rapidly, and in 
the evening we ſtopped at a ſmall village 
called Mahmudpour in the map; — we had 
the ill luck to loſe two of our ſmall craft 
in this day's run, overſet by the careleſſ- 
neſs and ſtupidity of the people in them. 


bn Colonel Roſs e a . here rather 


LES 


narrowly, 


bes | ths 


' narrowly, as he ſtepped out of one of thefe 
boats juſt in the act of her ſinking. — 
There's never any danger to be appre- 
hended for the ſafety of the black boat- 
men in caſe of accidents of this nature 
befalling them, from the circumſtance of 
their partaking full as much of a watry as 
an earthly element ; — indeed you would 
ſuppoſe them perfectly amphibious. 

On the 8th in the evening we arrived at 
Sooty, near the entrance into the Ganges 
from the Coflinbazar river: On the gth early 
in the morning got into this noble river, up- 
on which I am at this inſtant ſcribbling, and 
remained near Oudanulla that night, and paſs 
ſed it on the 10th, and alſo Rajemal, where 
we croſſed over the Ganges into a ſmall river 
running nearly parallel, to avoid the prodi- 
giots rapidity of the current, ſuppoſed to 
run in the height of the rains, at the rate 
of ſeven or eight miles an hour in ſeveral 
places. It is extremely difficult to ſtem this 
aſtoniſhing ſtream in the rainy ſeaſon, nor, 
can you venture to uſe your ſails againft it, 
without a very ſtrong breeze in your favor; 
when this is not the caſe, ten or twelve 

Ba. black 
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black fellows, who are termed Dandies in 
the Hindoſtan language, tow your boat 
along ſhore, as faſt as the horſes do the. 
coal-barges in your river. Theſe people 
appear to earn their wages, only three 
rupees per month, in the hardeſt and 
faireſt manner, for when you are. deprived. 
of the wind's aſſiſtance, they will actually 
drag a large heavy budgerow, bigger than 
your, Wiſbich paſſage-boat, at the rate of 
near three miles an hour, from morning 
to evening, under the burning influence of 
a perpendicular ſun, whoſe fierce rays dart- 
ing upon their black ſculls, they ſeem, 
rather to enjoy than ſhun: ſome wear tur- 
bans, but not all; the quantities of, cocoa- 
nut oil uſed by theſe people, and indeed by 
all the lower caſt of natives, muſt in a 
great degree defend them from the effetts 
of this all-powerful luminary, I have. 
twenty of theſe extraordinary animals, on, 
board my pinnace, and I aſſure you molt 
of them will take the water, and remain 
under it full as long as any Newfoundland , 
dog! poor * Boatſwain not excepted, — 


„ A Dog I brought from Newfoundland, | 
FEY In 
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In paſſing Oudanulla on the 10th, we ſaw: 
the traces of the Nabob, Coflim Ali's: 
Works, which in the year 1763, Major 
Adams commanding the Britiſh troops at 
that period, attacked and carried. Rajemal 
has likewiſe the appearance of having made 
ſome figure in former times, from its very 
elevated ſituation, the remains of a Caſtle 
and other fortifications, which tho“ now in 
a crumbling. ſtate and totally neglected, 
were once the direct cauſes of. it's. ſtrength 
and. importance. 

The ſmall river we croſſed into on the 10th, 
is called in Rennel's Map, the Caragola 
Nullah. — Nullab, in Hindoſtan means 
a [mall ſtream. The 14th, 12th, and 13th: 
were. paſſed in this rather confined navi- 
gation, and on the 14th we ſtruck; into 
the Ganges near the mouth of the Cooſy 
river. In the rainy monſoon you endea- 
vour to keep clear of the great river as 
much as poſlible, and this you have fre- 
quent opportunities of doing ' by the num- 
berleſs ſmall ſtreams branching out from 
and rejoining the Ganges in various parts; 

you may alſo ſhorten your expiditions by 
| | water 
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water at this ſeaſon in no ſmall degree, if, in- 
ſtead of following the exact courſe of the ri. 
ver you proceed directly acroſs the inunda- 


tions, —theſe are abſolute ſeas in the lower 


parts of the country, and at particular 
periods ſo dreadfully extended and violent, 


that whole families, huts, cattle, trees, 
are involved in one” general ſcene of 
and deſtruttion! Sometimes it happens 


&c. 


ruin 


that 


whole fields of rice, the Natives only food, 
are by an unuſual ſwelling of the waters, 
ſwept away; conſequently a partial, if not 
general famine enſues, vithout the timely 
and vigorous interpoſition of Government 


happily ſucceeds. We have had more 


than 


the common allowance of rain this year, 


but I believe no bad effects are likel 


y to 


ariſe, tho' the ſtreets of Dacca, a very large 
city have been almoſt entirely under water. 
On the 15th we again quitted the Ganges, 
and had recourſe to another creek called the, 
Boglipour Nullah : — we were much pleaſed 
with the fituation of Mr. Adair's houſe, 


on the banks of this Nullah, and 


the 


country about it has a better claim to 


notice than any we have yet paſled thro 


ugh. 
Mr. 
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Mr. Adair is colleQor - of the Boglipour 


diſtrict: in the evening we went aſhore 
to his houſe, an exceeding good one, built 
by the famous Mr. Cleaveland, of whoſe 
character I muſt beg leave to give here 
one remarkable trait, which, in honor to 
his humanity, and as a proof of his ſpirited 
conduct, good ſenſe, and amiable diſpoſition, 
ſhould be in my opinion univerſally known. 
The race of people inhabiting the Bogli- 
pour hills, are in every reſpett diſtin& 
from any other in the country; as they 
were conſidered by Government in the 
light of untameable ſavages, no means were 
left untried for bringing about their com- 
plete ſubjection, or indeed utter exterpa- 
tion. This ſyſtem was for many years 
purſued, and tho* numbers of theſe unfor- 
tunate wretches were cut off by various 
detachments ſent againſt them, and the 
greateſt cruelties exerciſed, ſuch as depri- 
vation of limb, flitting, or chopping off 
their noſes, ears, &c. yet the main objett 
was not in the leaſt advanced. They ſtill, 


from their impregnable ſituation and uncon- 


querable ſpirit, were as free and independent 
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us ever. When behold! this taſk ſeem- 
ingly ſo impratticable, the noble hearted 
and glorious Cleaveland by far different 
methods ſpeedily performed. — Hoſtilities 
ceaſed, he contrived to get ſome of theſe 
people into his poſſeſſion, and after ufing 
them in the kindeſt and moſt indulgent 
manner, ſent them back with preſents to 
the reſt, and the ſtrongeſt profeſſions of 
his eſteem and friendſhip ; — others came, 
and were treated in the ſame manner ; 
he then truſted himſelf amongſt them al- 
together, and by the gentleſt means, ſuch 
as adopting their manners, cuſtoms, learn- 
ing and ſpeaking their language, &c. 
he, by degrees brought them to forget the 
ravages and cruelties undergone, and to 
confide even in the former authors of 
them. — He eftabliſhed a guard to attend 
him every where, and taught the uſe of the 
firelock to thoſe who had ſo long felt the 
cruel effeds of that weapon. Their bows 
and arrows were laid aſide, or at leaſt 
only directed againſt proper objects of 
their dext'rous aim. In ſhort, by the al- 
moſt incredible good - management, reſolu- 
: tion, 


99 


tion, and ſingular virtues of this young 
man, theſe people are become civilized, 
obedient and uſeful, and are now more 
friendly inclined towards the Engliſh, than 
if poflible, they were in former days, ini- 
mically. There is a Battalion conſiſting of 
800 of theſe Hill-people under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Adair, the preſent collector; 
they are very quiet good Soldiers, tho' they 
are naturally ſhort, their figures are {mart 
and upright, with good countenances. The 
Governor inſpected the corps, and was, I 
believe, well ſatisfied with their appearance, 
and diſcipline. I ſhould obſerve one thing 
in the diſcription of theſe Hill - warriors, 
that during the time force was uſed againſt 
them, they retaliated upon all who fell into 
their power, no body could paſs their 
mountains without the greateſt riſk of being 
murdered; and now you may go from one 
end to the other of the immenſe range 
of Boglipour and Rajemal hills with the 
certainty of being humanely and even hoſ- 
pitably treated. — Such' is the happy re- 
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verſe! and of ſuch effect was the eonci- 


liating diſpoſition of that ever to be la- 
C mented 


2 
VL 


A . — — * 
2 — 2 — = > — - 
2 * — * > YT \ 2 p A + — by 1 
= ww. 2 a — — 3 D aid \ 
* 3 2 — r F r q 
—— 7 = —— = » 4 * þ * — * «utes ww 
a * » —.— 2 — 7 5 — — * * — y 
— 7 — — . — 0 . 


. " 
X * 

” * W 

- * * * u 

— — — — — 


( 18 ) 


mented Man! whoſe ſuperior virtues and 
uncommon merit were loſt to the world 
almoſt as ſoon as known! their fame can 
never periſh ! . 

On the 16th, the day I began this let- 
ter to you, we quitted the pleaſing diſtrict 
of Boglipour, and came once more into 
this prince of ſtreams, nor ſhall we again 
deviate, I underſtand, during the reſt of 
our Freſh-water voyage. In this day's run 
we paſled a curious rock in the river, on 
which a Facquir has ridiculouſly fixed his 
reſidence; his houſe in the chineſe ſtile, 
ſtands on the ſummit, and completely oc- 
cupies the level part, ſo that his walks or 
rides cannot be very . extenſive. The ex- 
treme abſurdity of this ſect is truly a matter 
of aſtoniſhment; the ſtrange uncouth fi- 
gures of ſome, create laughter, while 
the diſtorted and filthy appearance of others, 
diſguſts. One of thele Facquirs brought 
a petition to the Governor at Calcutta, whoſe 


finger nails reached conſiderably below his 


wriſt, and at a diſtance looked hke pieces 
of cord hanging down; his arms for ſeve- 


ral years had been carried upright over his 
head 
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head, and were ſo fixed in that polition, 
that it would be very difficult, if not wholly 
impoſſible, to bring them down to their pro- 
per place again! I have heard accounts re- 
lative to theſe people that almoſt exceed be- 
lief, from Gentlemen whoſe authority I can 
buy no means doubt; tho' I ſhall for the pre- 
ſent relinquiſh the ſubject, as in all probabi- 
lity, from the number, of Facquirs found 
higher up the country, we may ourſelves be 
more particularly acquainted with their infi- 
nite follies and abſurdities! — On the 17th, 
we reached Monghir, above 400 miles from 
the preſidency by water; this place contains 
an Invalid Garriſon, ſtands upon a rock 
with a fine ſporting country all round, upon 
the whole a preferable fituation to any I. 
have yet ſeen; from its charming height, 
| falubrious air, open plains, and proximity 
to the Ganges, this ſpot appears admira- 
bly well adapted for invalids, or the im- 
mediate recovery of any lick perſon. — 

When the Bengal army conſiſted of only -. 
three brigades one was always ſtationed 
here; ſince its increaſe to fix, Monghir 
has entirely been applied to the accom- 
C 2 modation 
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modation of the Invalid-corps, the works 
about it are very extenſive, tho' of an' 
old date, and from having been totally 
neglected ſince the place was taken many 
years ago, they do not now preſent a 
very formidable aſpect. A curious circum- 
ſtance I was informed of here, I cannot 
forbear mentioning, as it is an abſolute 
fact — one of the Fort- baſtions projecting 
a good way into the river, where the 
ſtream has ſurpriſing force and rapidity, - 
occaſions a fort of whirlpool, into which 
cattle, deer, buffalos, and even tygers, in 
attempting to croſs the Ganges higher up, 
and failing in their endeavours to ſtem 
the current, have been at times precipi- 
tated! I may alſo add, the lifeleſs Hin- 
doo, whoſe religion cauſes him to be 
ſouſed into the Ganges as ſoon as breath's 
departed, arreſted in his courſe to the 
ocean by this Charibdian Vortex, is, ſud- 
denly ingulphed, whirled round, and thrown 
up again! This praftice followed by the 
lower caſts of Hindoos is ever diſguſting 
and frequently diſtreſſing, as its no un- 
uſual thing to happen in yolr progreſs 

up 
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up the river, to pals cloſe to bodies. 
floating down which have been dreadfully 
mangled by fiſh and birds, nay ſometimes 
even the near approach of your boat does 
not induce the crow or vulture to quit 
its prey! On the 18th, leaving Monghir, 
with a fine briſk gale we made great 
progreſs in our route to Patna, the next 
halting- place; — and on the 19th; favored 
by the ſame wind we reached the ſmall 
village of Punerack, within 43 miles of the 
Great and ancient city of Patna; as we 
ſhall probably get there to-morrow evening, 
1 delay cloſing this inſignificant Journal, 
that I may be able to ſend the lateſt 
accounts from thence; — the Governor in- 
tends remaining a few days there, to finiſh, 
his Europe diſpatches, by the Ravenfſ- 
worth Indiaman. I ſhall take the liberty 
of inſerting this among them.—ſhould my 
deareſt Parents, feel amuſed in the ſmalleſt 
degree by this bare recital of dates, arri- 
vals at, and departures from, different 
places, in the courſe of the preſent Expedi- 
tion, I ſhall receive infinite ſatisfaction.— 
If my endeavours fail, which God for- 

bid! 
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bid! —I muſt comfort myſelf with the 
reflettion of having done my beſt to pro- 
mote their entertainment and happineſs. 
Patna 21ſt, Auguſt, | 
We arrived hear this morning and ſhall 
remain two or three days to look about 
us, and refit ſome of our ſquadron, which 
have proved leaky; my , pinnace- in parti- 
cular muſt undergo a thorough repair, 
notwithſtanding ſhe had a new bottom put 
in juſt before I bought her, — ſhe was a 
remarkable cheap purchaſe, I only gave 
690 rupees, and I'm told in building ſhe 
colt 1500 rupees. Patna has nothing very 
beautiful or intereſting in its fite or 
appearance; — it ſtands cloſe upon the 
weſtern ſhore of the Ganges, with a 
french and dutch factory, and ſome few 
good houſes interſperſed among mud huts; 
this deſcription will anſwer for every city 
in Hindoſtan, Calcutta excepted. I muſt 
now cloſe my diſpatches, as the Governor's 
are undergoing the ſame operation: — we 
are now 514 miles from the preſidency, 
near hall our voyage compleated; when 


we return I may perhaps ſend you the 
| remainder 
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remainder of this jaunt. We are all well, 
and well-pleaſed with the ſucceſs of our 
plans ſo far; — God grant this may find 


you and my dear mother in perfect health, 


ſo prays, 
8 your dutiful 


and affectionate 


. S O N. 


* r T 
F utty-Ghur, Ott. 17th 1787. 
MY DEAREST PARENT, 


N my letter by the Ravenſworth Indi- 

aman, dated the Jatter end of laſt Auguſt, 
I informed you of our ſafe arrival at 
Patna, and the military ſtation of Dinapore. 
I now proceed to make a freſh trial of 
your patience, by relating our progreſs 
from thoſe places to the « Ne plus ultra” 


of our Expedition, Futty-Ghur, You will 
: find 
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find in the courſe of my Journal, that, 
at one time we deviated conſiderably, by 
deſerting our boats at Allahabad, and pro- 
ceeding on by land to the city of Luck- 
now; — as this circumſtance has afforded 
me an opportunity of inſpecting in ſome 
degree the manners and cuſtoms of an 
Eaſtern Court, I ſhall hereafter dwell 
more particularly upon it. 

You will pleaſe to obſerve, my dear Sir, 
that on the 24th of Auguſt, we departed 
from Dinapore with all our numerous fleet, 
propoſing to reach Benares with all poſſi- 
ble diſpatch; — In this we ſucceeded ad- 
mirably by the well-timed aſſiſtance of a 
favourable gale from the eaſtward. — On 
the 25th we arrived in the evening, at a 
ſmall invalid garriſon'd fort, called Buxar, 


as you'll ſee in Rennel's map, — a place 


rendered famous from a battle fought near 
it, in, I believe, 1764, between the compa- 
ny's forces, and the Nabob Vizier Sujah 


Dowlah, in which, the latter ſuffered a 


total defeat, after an obſtinate engagement : 


the fort is prettily placed upon a green 


hill, and a good country about it, tho' it 
| does 
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does not appear of much ſtrength, except 
againſt a native army. The progreſs we 
made the laſt two days, was really aſto- 
niſhing, having failed near 80 miles in 
that time, againſt a violent ſtream, running 
at leaſt five miles an hour. On the 26th, 
we reached Gouſpour, — but on the 27th, 
28th, and 2gth, our motions were haxdly 
progreſſive, owing to an exceeding heavy 
fall of rain, which rendered the current 
ſo prodigiouſly rapid, that to gain ground 
at all was a matter of infinite labour and 
difficulty. On the goth, we paſled the 
mouth of the Goomty river, which falls into 
the Ganges, about thirty miles below 
Benares: — this river, taking its riſe 
from the Commow Hills, runs through 
the heart of the province of Lucknow, 
the city of that name being fituated 
on its banks; — only ſmall veſſels can 
navigate this ſtream, which is, I believe, 
rated the leaſt conſiderable of many others, 
that, in various parts ruſhing into the 
Ganges, add fo greatly to its ſize and rapi- 
dity. — «Rennel” mentions among others, 
the Cooſy, the Gunduck, the -Soane, the 
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Gogra, and the Jumna, the laſt of which 
Rivers, appeared as we palled the mouth, 


to be nearly as broad as the Ganges itſelf; 


but any of them, in any other country, 
would be termed immenſe ! It is curious 
to caſt an eye over the map and at this 
very moment, to ſind ourlelves with a fleet 


of large veſſels, in the very. heart of the 


country, and at an equal diſtance from 
the ſea, whether we direct our courle to 
the gulf of Cambay, or back again to the 
mouth of the Hooghly! The ſcale of this 
part of Aſia, is certainly beyond all mea- 
ſure, grand! and extenſive! — Our own 
little Iſland would loſe much, nay, would 
link to nothing, by a-compariſon! On the 
evening of the gift, we reached Benares, 
near 700 miles from Calcutta, — here we 
ſtaid ſome days, as the Governor was 
engaged in matters of importance relative 
to this Zemmidary. The day after our 
arrival, the whole family attended the 
Governor on a viſit to the Shaw Zadah, 
or Heir-apparent to the Mogul Empire: 
the meeting between his Lordſhip and the 
Prince was both ſingular and entertaining; 

the 
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the high rank of the former making it 
totally different from all other meetings. 
— When Mr. Haſtings ſaw the Prince 
in 1784, he was obliged to undergo ſeve- 
ral diſagreable forms and ceremomes, nay, 
I may ſay indignities, for a Governor 
general to yield to, — ſuch as going into 
the preſence with his ſhoes off, fitting 
behind the Prince on his Elephant, 
and fanning him, &c. — All this was 
omitted upon the preſent occaſion; his 
Lordſhip went into the Imperial preſence 
with his ſhoes on, and his family in boots, 
— nor, did he drive away the flies from 
the princely viſage: the form we obſerved, 
was literally the following. — « The Go- 
vernor approaching the Muſnud firſt, made 
three ſalamns, or inclinations of the head, 
and. preſented to the Prince, a Nuzzur of 
fifty Gold-mohurs on a white handkerchief, 
which was inſtantly accepted, then making 
three more ſalamns, he ſat down cloſe by 
him, — we all in turn did the ſame, being 
introduced by name, and giving Nuzzurs 
of inferior value.” After a ſhort conver- 
ſation between the principals, in Perſian, 

D 2 upon 


2200 rupees; — you may perhaps ſee it, 
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upon indifferent ſubjefls, carried on by an 
Interpreter, the Prince took off his own 
dreſs, and put it over the Governor's. — 
It conſiſted of a beautiful perſian robe 
or upper garment, a turban vith precious 


ſtones, and ſword ; — really the whole to- 
gether had a very graceful and becoming 
appearance, tho' the Governor I fancy did not 


quite approve the additional heat it occa- 


tioned, as the day unfortunately was a 
remarkable hot one: we all withdrew to 
an adjoining apartment, after this firſt ce- 
remony, and each had a dreſs, called a 
Kelaut, according to his rank, put on him; 


we then returned to the preſence, ſalaming 


in the ſame ſtile, and going up to the 
Prince reſpeAfully, gave him a ſecond 
Nuzzur, he then with his own imperial 
fingers, faſtened a ſprig of ſtones, not 
precious I believe, upon our turbans, and 
girded a ſword acroſs our ſhoulders; this 
compliment occaſioned a third Nuzzur, 
and here the buſineſs ended. My Kelaut, 
which as well as all the others, the Com- 
pany provides, was worth about 1000 or 


if 
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if it holds together a few years. Some 
of theſe Dreſſes are exceedingly pretty, 
but rather more calculated for an effemi- 
nate Afiatick, than an Engliſhman. — 
"The Prince returned the Governor's viſit, 
the next day, and ſeemed wonderfully 
pleaſed with a great variety of european 
. preſents, that had been bought for him 
at Calcutta, — particularly ſome engliſh 
guns and piſtols, one of which with a 
hair-ſpring lock, he prized above all, and 
kept - ſnapping it in a childiſh way, for a 
long time. The day we left Benares, 
the Governor and his ſuite dined with 
him at his palace, the ancient reſidence 
of poor Cheit Sing, whom you have lately 
heard ſo much about: as we had previ- 
ouſly ſent our own cooks, not chooſing 
to truſt entirely to Hindoſtan cookery, 
we dined admirably; and in the evening 
returned to our boats, the Prince infiſt- 
ing upon the Governor's going all the 
way on board in his own boat, with the 
Imperial Colours flying : — when arrived 
at the Sunnamooky, his lordſhip's veſſel, 
he went into her cabin for a ſhort time, 

and. 
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and having expreſſed great admiration at 
her ſize and convenience, and received a 
prefent of an exceeding large perſpec- 
tive, he took his leave and went aſhore, ' 
ſeemingly in high good humour, from the 
great attentions paid him. — I have been 
more particular in deſcribing the above 
interview, from the little probability of 
fuch ceremony being again repeated, and alſo 


from the ſingular ſituation this unfortunate 


heir to Timur's Imperial houſe is placed 
in. — His very bread, at this period de- 
pends upon our Government. In Mr. 
Haſting's Account of © Tranſactions at 
Benares in 1781,” you will find a full 
deſcription of this Prince: — and his ef- 
cape from Delhi, is curious, written by 
himſelf. — I ſhall only mention his perſon, 
and take my leave of him. He 1s of 
middle ſtature, rather inclined to be fat, 
as indeed all great black men wiſh to be, 
bis complexion very dark, I may ſay black 
indeed, without deviating widely from the 
truth, nor has he in the leaſt the looks of 
royalty, bat rather thoſe of an inferior caſt; 


nis age near 40, his countenance appeared 


moſt 
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moſt to advantage while the gold mohurs 
were offering, to the goodneſs of which; 
he ſeemed to pay unuſual attention. — 
The city of Benares in point of wealth, 
coſtly buildings, and number of inhabitants, 
is claſſed, I believe, in the firſt rank of 
thoſe remaining in Hindoſtan, in the pof- 
ſeſſion of the Hindoos. The various tem- 
ples dedicated to innumerable deities, would 
make a ſtranger ſuppoſe upon entering the 
ſuburbs of this city, that all the religious 
men in the country were herein collected; 
they centre here from all quarters, as they 
can worſhip their gods in peace and 
quietneſs under a mild and merciful Go- 
vernment. At the diſtance of eight miles 
in the approach by water, the eye is at- 
attratted by the view of two lofty minarets, 
eretted by order of the Emperor Aurung- 
zebe, on the foundation of an Hindoe 
Temple, which feems as if he meant to 
have infulted their religion to the utmoſt 
of his power, in raiſing theſe large maho- 
metan Piles, upon ſuch ſacred Ruins! 
We were told the veiw of the city and 
country from the tops of theſe beautiful 

towers. 


8 
towers, would well repay us for the trou- 
ble of mounting, but either buſineſs, or 
want of time, prevented our making the 
trial. Benares extends above two miles 
along the banks of the Ganges, and about 
a mile inland. Many of the houſes are 
remarkably high, ſome even ſix and ſeven 
ſtories, built of a ſort of ſtone: reſembling 
the Portland, which abounds in this part 
of the country: but the ſtreets are ſo 


_ dreadfully narrow, where theſe lofty build- 


ings are ſituated, that two Palankeens can 
ſcarce paſs: if two Elephants chance to 
meet, one is obliged to retreat as well as 
he can to the firſt opening. From the 
confined plan this city is built upon, the 
conſequence is, that the air deprived of 
free circulation becomes putrid, and pro- 
duces amongit the inhabitants, malignant 
fevers and ſevere bilious obſtruftions. — 
The Europeans therefore have wilely cho- 
ſen to fix their places of reſidence at 
fome diſtance from it, on an open plain, 
where they can breathe a pure untainted 
atmoſphere. The Reſident whoſe houſe 
we were at during our ſtay, and his Al- 

ſiſtants, 
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ſiſtants have very pleaſant Bungalows upon 
the abovementioned ſpot, and ſeem to enjoy 
all the comforts of life in a plentiful degree: 
I cannot forbear mentioning à curious 
Character reſident in this city; he is a brother 
of the Vizier's, his name Saadut Ally, a man 
much liked by the Engliſh, from his ſo 
entirely adopting their. manners. — If you 
hunt with him, his pack I'm told is ſo very 
well managed that you may fancy yourſelf 
with „Lord Fitzwilliam,” or «Mr. Mennel.” 
He always rides in cap and boots, leather 
breeches, &c. and upon the moſt capital 
horſes. If you dine or ſup with him, the 
ſame appearance of every thing Engliſh“ 
ſtrikes you: — and to complete it, he is 
now, I'm told, learning our language. — 
I rather think my memory has failed me 
here, and that I have already ſpoken of 
this ſingular man, if ſo, I beg pardon for 
introducing a ſecond deſcription of him. 
Now to proceed with the detail of our 
progreſſive motions towards the Vizier's ca- 
pital. 
On the morning of the gth of September, 

we quited Benares, and made very flow 
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progreſs thay day and the next, from the 


wind being againſt us, and the tracking 
ground bad. On the 7th we paſſed Chu- 


- nar-Ghur, where a Brigade of the army 


is conſtantly ſtationed, for the protection 
of this valuable Zemmendary and the coun- 
try adjacent. — The Governor landed early 
in the morning, only for a few hours, 
as he intended inſpetting the ſtate of the 
Troops here, more narrowly on his return 
down. — He juſt looked at the European 
Regiment belonging to this garriſon, who 


' have more the appearance of e-crous, 
than ſoldiers! ſeveral having been in the 


country from 25 to go years! — On pal- 
ling this place, you get out of the Com- 
pany's provinces, and in conlequence they 
allow you an increaſe of pay, till you 
return within them again; the addition 
to Aid de Camps is very tpifling, only 
fix rupees per day, nor ſhall\ we receive 
it longer than two months, as I dare ſay 
before the expiration of that period, the 
Governor will have repaſſed the boundary. 
On the 8th, we paſſed the large town of 
Mizaporc, a place famous for the manu- 


factory 
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ſactory of a pretty ſort of carpets, and 


and allo as a general mart for all goods, 
that go from the eaſtern to the weſtern 
parts of India, particularly, from Bengal 
to Surat, Bombay, &c. — Of late years, 
this trade has diminiſhed conſiderably, and 
of courſe the conſequence of Mizapore. 
On the gth, we paſſed a large pile of 
wood, cloſe to the edge of the river, juſt 
at breakfaſt-time, upon which, a Hindoo 
was burning, ſeveral of his caſt fitting 
round with the moſt perfett unconcern, 
merely to take care the fire was properly 
kept up: I fancy the ſavage cuſtom of the 
wife burning with her huſband, is now; ſel- 
dom obſerved, at leaſt ſince my arrival, I 
have neither ſeen or heard of this diabo- 
ical - ceremony taking place: — Do'nt you 
think, my dear Sir, our friend F 
would have enjoyed the above ſcene mightily 3 ? 
as I well remember he is fond to a de- 
gree of unuſual fights, nor does a bad 
ſmell much diſtreſs his olfattory nerves! 
—as for myſelf, I muſt own my breakfaſt 
went down better after I had loſt the ſcent 
of this roaſting Hindoo! nor do I ever 
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wiſh at the ſame ſeaſon to pop upon ſuch 
game again. — On the 10th we were in- 
formed the Nabob Vizier was near us 
encamped: and on the 11th in the eve- 
ning, his confidential ſervants, Hyder Beg 
Rhawn, and Huſſen Reſa Rhawn, came on 
board the governor's budgerow to report 
the arrival of their Maſter at a, place call- 
ed Jooſy, within a few miles of Allahadad, 
for the ſole purpoſe of attending the Go- 
vernor to Lucknow. — The Vizier brought 
a retinue of at leaſt 30000 Men, and 
near goo Elephants, beſides Camels, led 
horſes, &c ; — altogether they preſented to 
us a fight as uncommon as it was grand 
and entertaining. Making little progreſs 
on the 12th, we did not reach the vizier's 
encamptment till the 13th when we all 
landed, and proceeded upon Elephants and 
in Palankeens to a large tent pitched for 
the Governor: here, every body was in- 
troduced to the Vizier, who ſeemed won- 
derfully delighted with his new acquaint- 
ance, particularly as he well knew our errand 


was not, as formerly, to diminiſh his lacks, 


His figure is rather a curious one, and 
put 
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put me much in mind of a pair of dutch 
nut- crackers; — very ſhort, fat, and though 
a young man, has loſt all his teeth, this 
makes him ſplutter much in ſpeaking, 
which he does without ceaſing, nor can he 
ever fit ſtill for a moment, but partakes 
moſt fully of perpetual motion. — The 
meeting between him and our Governor- 


general brought to my recollettion, Shake- 


ſpear's deſcription of Harry the 8th's con- 
ference with Francis the firſt, I beheve, 
in the plains of Ardres; —If it is lawful 


4 * cc . * 
upon this event, *parvis componere magna“! 


We remained in camp at Jooſy till the 
17th of September, the badneſs of the 
weather preventing our intended operati- 
ons. — The Prince joined us from Benares, 
two days before we marched, and the 
Governor went with the Vizier, to pay 
him a formal viſit. We all ſat upon the 
ground, taylor-like; the Vizier preſented 
him with an handful of gold-mohurs, and he 
in return obtained a Kelaut from the 
Prince, — The exchange was conſiderably 
in favour of his Royal Highneſs. On 
the 17th, we moved a ſhort diſtance, and 

encamped 
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encamped again ; — The Prince remained 
behind, as he propoſed going by another 
road to Furruckabad, to meet us there. 
As we had three different modes of con- 
vevance, our marches were not very fa- 
tiguing, we never went above 16 miles 
a day, and got to our ground to an ex- 
cellent breakfaſt, generally before eight 
o'clock.— Each of us had one horſe, which 
which we brought from Calcutta, and the 
Vizier ſent an Elephant to every gentle+ 
man in his lordſhip's family, for his ſole 
uſe and accommodation, as long as he re- 
mained in his dominions ; — ſome of theſe 
noble Animals had Howdahs, open feats, 
upon them, and others had Umbarees, or 
covered ſeats; I had one of the latter, 


and was never more at my caſe in my 


life. Our baggage was conveyed by. a 
ſet of men called Coolies, provided alſo 
by the Vizier, and we had our palenkeens 
to retire to, if the motion of the horſe 
or clephant, at any time became diſagree- 
able; in this manner we proceeded nine 
days, thro' rather a diſmal-looking country, 
few inhabitants, and leſs cultivation. — 


On 
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On the 26th we arrived at Lucknow, 
alter marching about 130 miles. We kill'd 
ſome wild peacocks, and black partridge, 
on the way, the former a moſt beautiful 
bird, of much ſuperior plumage to thoſe 
in England, and eſteemed when young; 
delicate eating, — the latter a beautiful bird 
alſo, but of no flavor when dreſſed: no 
game that I have taſted in India, can be 
compared in my opinion, to European;— 
all dry, inſipid and ſtringy; the beſt birds 
in the country are ſnipe and teel, theſe 
in ſeaſon are really excellent. Lucknow, 
a place now well known in the Britiſh 
Senate, is about 700 miles by land, and 
about 950 by water from Calcutta; — a 
large, dirty city, with narrow ſtreets, form'd 
chiefly of mud-houſes, Randing upon an 
immenſe ſpace of ground. on the banks 
of the Goomty, with a prodigious palace of 
the Vizier's in the middle of it, is all 
the deſcription, I can give you, of this 
famous capital, The Engliſh Reſident lives 
out of the town, and with the aſſiſtance 
of other Companies ſervants fixed here, 
lodged us all moſt comfortably. Some of the 
| | Europcans 


(40 ). 


Europeans, old Aſiaticks! entertained us here, 
in a ſtile far ſuperior to any I've yet met with; 
ſome of their dwelling-houſes are delightful 
pots, where, by fountains and other artificial 
water-works, the climate is ſo far overcome, 
that they can boaſt of being cool in the 
hotteſt weather. In the winter large fires 
are truly acceptable, for the northerly 
winds blow here with great keenneſs in 
December and January. The two laſt days 
of the Governor's ſtay at Lucknow, the 
Vizier particularly requeſted him to ſpend 
im one of his palaces, prepared moſt ele- 
gantly for his reception; it was the ſame 
Mr. Haſtings occupied in 1784, and con- 
tained apartments for all the family. — 
As a black man's ideas, tho' a Prince, 
of comfort and convenience are fo widely 
dillerent from our own, we did not, you 
may be aflured gain, by this change of 
quarters, on the contrary we had to regret 
the quitting a pretty rural ſituation, to 
be immured between high walls in the 
centre of a naſty Bazar, or public market; 
deprived of our morning rides, and freſh 
air! — But the compliment of acquieſcing, 
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with the Vizier's propoſal was neceſſary, 
tho' the ſhortneſs of its -duration we all 
rejoiced at. — The Vizier poſſeſſes ſeveral 
palaces, ſome of them immenſe piles of 
building, with guilded cupolas and other 
coſtly ornaments, he has one built entirely 
of ſtone, really of fine effect, yet he pre- 
fers to all theſe princely reſidences, a ſmall 
Bungalow on the River, the enlarging of 
which employs a good deal of his time 
and attention: his other chief amuſements, 
conſiſt in horſle-racing, and cockfighting! 
exalted occupations for the prince of ſuch 
an Empire! He is very careful of his 
money at theſe diverſions, and never loſes 
much, for he leaves off betting' the mo- 
ment fortune fails him; if he wins from an 
European, and is not paid immediately, 
(his own plan always if he loſes a be 
a man is ſent the next morning with a 
broom, and has orders to {weep before 
the gentleman's door till the debt is liqui— 
dated ! — Surely this would be an admira- 
ble cuſtom among our Black-legs at home! 
the adoption of it, might perhaps in ſome 
degree, deter our young men from, run- 
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ning headlong down that worſt, and molt 
fatal ſtream of diſſipation, gambling! as 
there certainly is ſome ſhame attending this 
mode of exatting payment. The daily 
contemplation of the fineſt horſes in the 
univerſe, is another ſource of pleaſure to 
the Vizier, they are led before him richly - 
capariſoned, and moſt curiouſly painted: 
he fent ſeveral for the governor's inſpettion, 
many of which were nearly too fat to 
walk, but extremely beautiful: above 1000 
of theſe noble animals are kept merely to 
look at, as he never rides. This attachment 
of his to horle-fleſh, is peculiarly unfor- 
tunate for the Engliſh, for he does not 
ſcruple to lay his hands on all paſſing 
through his dominions, and as he invariably 
picks out the beſt, and gives any price 
to the dealer, it ſeldom happens that horſes 
of any real value or good quality reach 
Calcutta; large ſums are expected and 
generally given for thoſe few that do come 
down; we have therefore to thank his 
Iighneſs as the primary cauſe of horſes 
being ſcarce, of inferior caſt, and high 
priced! all the effects of this cruel mo- 
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nopoly! The natives are very partial to 
the cuſtom of painting their horſes, par- 
ticularly thoſe meant for ſhow — I have 
ſeen them all the colours of the rainbow, 
ſome really produce a grand, though 
ſingular effect. On the march to Lucknow, 
I bought from a black merchant one of 
theſe finely decorated animals, not for the 
ſake of his colour, which was a bright 
orange, with a red flaming tail! but be- 
cauſe his paces were excellent, and his 
price moderate; I have been trying ever 
ſince to rub the paint off him, without 
ſucceſs, and I dare ſay from the method 
uſed in laying it on, he vill arrive paint- 
ed at Calcutta. The Vizier has a very 
large collection of Elephants, one of which 
is eſteemed the talleſt in Hindoſtan, proba- 
bly in the whole world ! I was told he had 
near 800 for various purpoles, a vaſt pro- 
perty for one man! many of theſe uſeful 
animals from their great ſize and ſtrength, 
are worth conſiderable ſums, I believe the 
common average price for a good Elephant, 
is from 5000 to 6000 rupees: We ſaw a 
ſhe-one, on the march to Lucknow, above 
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100 years old, ſhe was exceedingly large, but 
ill-tempered; this is ſeldom the caſe, nothing 


can equal in general the good-nature, ſenſe, 
and docility of this moſt extraordinary 
animal; they are ſometimes uſed for putting 
. criminals to death, and it is with the 
1 greateſt difficulty theſe creatures are forced 
to inflict the pumſhment, which they at laſt 
do, by treading backwards upon the un- 
happy wretches, and cruſhing them to atoms 
inſtantaneouſly; but they will never conſent 
to ſtep forwards upon what they are thus 
employed to deſtroy : you may almoſt infer 
from this, that they are aſhamed to exert 
their aſtoniſhing ſtrength over the human 
ſpecies; or at leaſt, that they diſdain to be- 
hold the dreadful effects of it, when com- 
pelled to exerciſe it upon ſuch melancholy 
occaſions. At particular ſeaſons, the Vizier 
has Elephant- fights at Lucknow; — theſe 
engagements, which you would imagine, 
F from the ſize and powers of the com- 
batants, muſt end in the moſt ſhocking 
manner, are very ſpeedily decided, for one is 
j {ure to quit his ground after giving and recei- 
ving a few blows, nor is there the ſmalleſt di- 
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verſion attending it: they are ſo naturally a- 
verſe to quarrel with each other, that the only 
mode of railing their anger conſiſts in the 
introduttion of a female, even then, the 
rage of the weakeſt ſoon ſubſides. — The 
generoſity of theſe noble quadrupeds, is, 
I'm told, in many inſtances highly conſpi- 
cuous; Indeed I have myſelf obſerved 
with vaſt pleaſure the infinite care taken 
by them, in their footſteps, when obliged 
to move among a crowd of people, ſo 
fearful are they of hurting any creature, 
they can poſſibly avoid; ſtill there are ſome 
curious ſtories, very well authenticated, 
which prove the goodneſs of their memory, 
if at any period they have ſuffered a wan. 
ton injury : their ſpirit in this caſe never per- 
mits them to forget or forgive, — Manet 
alta mente repoſtum” — and the firſt- fair 
opportunity, they inflict their own puniſh- 
ment, upon the heedleſs offender. My par- 
tiality for the Elephant the Vizier lent me 
on the march was fo great, that I generally 
fed him with bread every evening, this he 
took out of my hand, in the moſt quiet 
manner, — poor animal! it was the only. 
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tribute of gratitude I could pay him, for 
the ſecure conveyance he afforded me, my 
fervant and baggage, through the very 
worſt roads I ever ſaw in my life! Some 
anecdotes I have heard of theſe creatures, 
which, as in relation they may , appear ra- 
ther extraordinary, I beg leave to decline 
faying more upon the ſubject, until I am 
able to vouch perſonally for the goodneſs 
of my authority. 

On the 4th of October, we again ſet 
forward from Lucknow, and reached our 
boats in four days eaſy marching, which 
had been previouſly ordered to afſemble at 
at a place, called in the map, Nannamow, 
we embarked immediately and arrived at 
at Futty-Ghur the 12th, here we began 
our military duties in the field, which 
laſted at that ſtation five days, in that time 
the Governor inſpected the whole brigade 
on duty there, ſeperately and collettively, 
and on the 18th we departed for Cawn- 
pore, the next military poſt in our way down 
to the preſidency. From this ſtation I am 
now writing, and ſhall probably clole this 


ſcrambling journal. While at Futty-Ghur, 
we 
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we ſaw the Prince again, who ſeems to 
be determined to advance as far as Delhi 
for the purpoſe of ſuccouring his Father, 
and extricating him out of the power of 
the Mharattas. Various are the conjec- 
tures in conſequence of the Shaw Zadah's 
reſolution, tho' I think moſt people ſeem 
to agree in the opinion, that he durſt not 
quit the Viziers dominions; — he is a 
poor Creature! and can do no good where- 
ever he goes! We ſpent one day with Mr. 
Willes, the reſident at Furruckabad, 6 
miles from Futty-Ghur, and were moſt 
pleaſantly entertained; he is a ſon of the 
late Judge Willes, and has been ſtationed 
in that city above four years, but 1s now 
going to be removed, as the Vizier him- 
ſelf takes the whole management of his 
affairs in this diſtrict, the Nabob of which 
is tributary to him: this ſaid Nabob, 
whoſe name 1s, *Mozuffer Jung”, is a man 
of the moſt infamous character; and his 
capital, and indeed his whole country, 
ſerves as an harbour to thieves and raſ- 
cals of every denomination, who plunder, 
and very often murder perſons cloſe to 
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the cantonments of the army: even the 
Reſident whenever he moves after ſunſet 
is obliged to be ſurrounded by a ſtrong 
guard, nor is it an uncommon event for 
officers to be intercepted by theſe villains, 
who are generally well-armed, ſhould they 
happen to ſtay at a late hour, any. diſtance 
from their cantonments. A deſperate party of 
theſe Patans, about two years ago, had the au- 
dacity to attack by night the cavalry quarters, 
at Futty-Ghur, and I believe ſome miſchief 
enſued previous to their repulſe. This proves 
their enterpriſing ſpirit, as near 4000 regu- 
lar troops were within a mile! If at any 
time government exaſperated by their pre- 
datory excurſions have thought it necel- 
ſary to put troops in motion againſt them, 
they inſtantly retire to their mud forts and 
other ſtrong holds, and when attacked, 
commonly make an obſtinate defence: but 
ſhould they be ſubdued, their forts levelled 
and their habitations deſtroyed, ſtill, in ſpite 
of defcats and loſſes, they return again, as 
ſoon as the Company's forces are removed, 
to inhabit the ſame ſpots, from whence 


they have been driven, and ſoon become 
as 


60 
as daring and troubleſome as ever. The 
depredations of theſe Patans, though almoſt 
daily committed under the very noſe of 
the Nabob of Furruckabad, (for ſometimes 
they rob and murder even in his Capital ) 
are ſeldom noticed by him, if they are, 
it proceeds from the exertions of our 
Reſident there. — He has indeed great 
merit for the adoption of plans during his 
mort reſidence in the Nabob's country, to 
preſerve the tranquility, and, encreaſe the 
revenues, of it: now, at his removal, it 
is more than probable every thing will 
revert to its original ſtate of anarchy and 
confuſion. Nothing good in word or 
deed can be expected from the Nabob 
himſelf, Mozuffer Jung, as he is ſaid to be 
deſtitute of every principle that adorns, 
and poſſeſſed of all that deforms human 
nature! One circumſtance I ſhall relate 
as a well known truth, which will ſuffi— 
ciently prove the above aſſertion, and give 
you ſome idea of this man's deteſtable 
Charatter. — When I was at Mr. Willes's 
houſe, a younger brother of this Nabob's 


came to pay his reſpects to the Governor, 
G and 


„ 
and had the appearance of a mild inof. 
fenſive man, which is indeed his true 


_ diſpoſition, From a pretended jealouſy, or 


rather I may call it from motives of 
ſavage cruelty, the Nabob wiſhed ſome 
time ago to have this young man mur- 


dered! His own brother! — Fortunately 


it was prevented by the interference of 
our Government, and ever ſince, this poor 
creature has lived cloſe to the houſe, and 
under the eye of the Company's Reſident, 
nor will he be left to the mercy of his 
barbarous brother when Mr. Willes quits 
his ſtation, for the Company ſtill extend 
their generous protettion to him by 
removing him to Benares, and there he 
may reſt in ſafety, and offer up his daily 
prayers for the proſperity of his kind 
benefactors! — The Nabob delights ſo 
much in blood, that he is not ſcrupulous 
of committing murder himſelf! Sometime 
ago, a poor Facquir was cut to pieces 
by him, in the moſt inhuman manner by 
all, accounts. The city of Furruckabad 
bears ſo near a reſemblance to all the 
cities I've ſeen in Hindoſtan, that I ſhall 

take 
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take no notice of it, except in obſerving 
that in going through it, you paſs under 
nine large brick gateways, which, with the 
Nabob's palace, another overgrown brick 
edihce, appear to have had their founda- 
tions laid before the flood! A mud wall 
running round ſome part of the town 
conſtitutes the whole defence. The diſtri 
of Furruckabad, according to Rennel's 
map, extends above go miles, is fituated on 
the weſtern banks of the Ganges, nearly in 
the centre of the Vizier's dominions, wha 
collects four or five lacks per annum from 
it, as a tributary. — The tribe of Patan 
Rohillas inhabitating this little province, 
are naturally a fine brave race, and 
under an humane and ſettled Govrnment 
would ſoon become induſtrious, rich, and 
happy ; they poſſeſs by nature the means 
abundantly, an extreme rich ſoil, a mild 
and regular climate, and its proximity to 
the Ganges is another very favorable cir- 
cumſtance, as their manufattures, and over- 
plus grain, may be ſpeedily conveyed by 
that uſeful ſtream to any markets they 
pleaſe to fend them to, But whatever 
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their local advantages may be, under the 
iron hand of cruel deſpotiſm, which ever 
oppreſſes the quiet and induſtrious ſubjett, 
and encourages the riotous and idle, none 
of theſe can poſſibly have due effett, or 
eſſentially benefit the poſſeſſors. The mal- 
adminiſtration of the preſent Nabob, has 
reduced his country to ſuch a wretched 
ſtate, that all law ſeems totally ſet aſide; and 
the occupations of the Inhabitants, conſiſt for 
the moſt part in plundering and often murder- 
ing thoſe who unhappily fall in their way! 
cither ſtrangers, or often their own coun. 
try men! — Inſtead of cultivating their 
lands, improving their manufaQtures, or in 
ſhort, fulfilling in any degree the duties 
- of moral and religious ſociety; ſuch is the 
ſituation of the Patan Rohillas, and as our 
connexion with them is now nearly at an 
end, ſuch probably will be their ſituation 
for many years to come, eſpecially if the 
monſter, their preſent Prince, is favored 
with length of days! What a glorious 
compariſon the Engliſh traveller may make 
on reviſiting the Company's provinces, 
after obſerving the ſtate of thoſe belong- 


ing 
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ing te other powers! How much to the 
honor and credit of our Government! — 
how | highly to the dignity and impor- 
tance of the Britiſh Empire! In our own 
dominions we have the fatisfattion of be- 
holding people, protected in their perſons - 
and property by a mild and juſt govern- 
ment, reaping the fruits of induſtry in 
peace and happineſs! Each province exhi- 
biting a beautiful ſcene of the richeſt cul- 
tivation ! — Bengal in particular, in which 
almoſt every yard of earth produces ſome- 
thing to the Ryot, or Farmer. Within 
our own limits, an Engliſhman may with 
infinite pleaſure and ſecret pride, contem- 
plate the glorious effetts of humane laws, 
liberal maxims, wiſe counſels, vigoroug 
meaſures. 
November 6th, 1787. 

But to return again to our operations 
by land and water, from which I have made 
rather a long digreſſion — It was my inten- 
tion to have cloſed this letter from .Cawn- 
pore but, upon further enquiry, I found no 
Jhip would fail before the beginning of 
December for Europe, ſo I determined to 
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keep ſcribling on, and not affix my ſeat 
till the laſt moment. The ſame military 
movements took place at Cawnpore in 
every reſpect, and equally, I believe, to 
the fatisfattion of the Commander in 
chief; we left that ſtation the 26th of Oc- 
tober after a ſtay of five days, and on 
the 2gth, reached Allahabad. Here we 


landed and rode to the fort thro' a fine 


rich country, owing probably to its ha- 
ving been formerly in poſſeſſion of the 


Company. The fort of Allahabad, taken 


from Sujah Dowla in 1765, and reſtored 
to his fon the preſent Vizier in 1773, 
is reckoned the beſt fortification in all 


his dominions; this may be truth, but 


reſt aſſured bad is the beſt, nor could 
this hold out three days againſt Engliſh 
Artillery; the walls are very lofty and 
ſtrong built, and thoſe works added by 


order of our Government are in good 


condition, the reſt ſeem verging to decay 
and ruin. — As to its fituation, I do not 
think an happier {pot could have been 
choten; for at a ſouthern peninſula: of 
the Dooab, (the country ſo called lies 

between 


( i. 


between the Ganges and the  Jumna, 
where theſe two rivers unite their waters) 
this fort ſtands, equally commanding both 
channels, and the country round; it in- 
cloſes a large pile of building, called the 
palace! wherein the King refided when 
under our protection, but I ſaw nothing 
worthy of remark in its conſtruction, ex- 
cept here and there a teſſelated wall and 
pavement, we breakfaſted in a ſmall octa- 
gon tower in this palace, which commands 
a noble proſpett of the rivers and parts 
adjacent. The Killahdar, or black Gover- 
nor of the fort, ſeemed very proud of the 
honor done him, as well as of his com. 
mand, and on our arrival and departure 
paid the uſual ſalutes, though, evidently at 
the riſk of his guns, gunners and walls! — 
Leaving this place the ſame morning we 
proceeded downwards, and on the even- 
ing of the giſt, got ſight of Chunar; only 
part of a brigade are ſtationed here, the 
reſt being on detachments at various 
places in the neighbourhood. The fort of 
Chunar ſtands on a very high rock, difh- 
cult on all ſides of acceſs; this is one cf 

the 
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the ſtrongeſt ports, Fort - william excepted, 
belonging to the Company, and as you 
approach it by water ſeems a ſecond Gi- 


braltar: —we ftaid here two days, the 


Governor having reviewed four battalions in 
that time, and on the gd of November 
dropped down to Benares, only 18 miles 


from Chunar, where Mr. Duncan the Re- 


ſident received us moſt hoſpitably. As I 
have before attempted a faint deſcription 
of this immenſe city, I ſhall only obſerve 
that during a ſtay of three days we 
found ourſelves poſſeſſed of reſolution and 
activity fufficient for the attempt of aſcend- 
ing the minarets of the Emperor Aurung- 
zebe; the cold weather, now completely 
ſet in, aſſiſted our exertions upon this 


- occaſion not a little: after mounting about 


130 exceeding high ſteps, we were amply 


recompenſcd by a moft comprehenſive 


view of the city below; the Ganges here 
beautifully meandering, and a rich rural 
fcene diſplayed on both its banks, we de- 
ſcended well pleaſed with the proſpect, and 
without grumbling at the trouble we had 


taken, juſt after dinner. The day be- 
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before the Governor quitted Benares, he 
dined with Saadut Ally, the Engliſh Na- 
bob, as I term him; of this man's character 
I have already given ſome traits, and alſo 
of his family; his entertainment did nat 
intirely fulfil the expectations the company 
had been taught to form of his ſtile of 
living, as the dinner was by no means 
good, and his wine execrable; unfortu- 
nately neither were, as he probably in- 
tended they ſhould be, *a-la-mode An- 
glois” : — However I may fairly add in 
ſupport of his imitative zeal, that he Le- 
gained in his kennel all the credit he 
loſt at his table, and without any excep- 
tion he can boaſt of poſſeſſing the beſt 
pack of fox-hounds in India! I hunted 
with them one morning, and was much 
pleaſed with their appearance and beha- 
viour; his horſes are excellent, all in 
Engliſh ſaddles and bridles, his huntſman, 
to whom he gives 20l. per month! in 
livery! — this man is a low European, 
formerly belonging, I ſhould ſuppoſe from 
his looks, to a ſtable at Newmarket, tho' 
moſt likely a jail was the laſt place of 
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his abode. If I was a ſupernumerary 
Officer in this country, I really believe, I 
ſhould puſh, in caſe of a vacancy, for this 
honorable poſt of huntſman to his highneſs 
the Nabob Saadut Ally, Khawn, Behander! 
very high ſounding and pompous truly ! — 
no bad catch for a half-pay ſubaltern on 
two ſhillings a day! A gentleman who 
hunts and lives in habits of friendſhip with 
this ſporting Aſiatick Prince, ſhewed me a 
note, written by him in very tolerable 
Engliſh, to acquaint him of the time and 
place where the hounds threw off. Quere? 
whether this would not puzzle ſome of our 
Engliſh ſquires? as they are not eſteemed 
in general men of Letters, tho' undoubt- 
edly good ſportſmen, and I rather am of 
opinion the writing even tolerable Engliſh, 
might prove a very difficult taſk for ſome 


of theſe hedge and ditch-heroes ! 


Dinapore Cantonments, 
Nov. 10th, 1787. 
On the 6th of November, we left Be- 
nares, and on the 8th repaſſed the ſmall 


fort of Buxar, already taken notice of, in 


the former part of this Journal. — His 
| Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip, peculiarly attentive in avoiding 
the loſs of time during the whole Expedi- 
tion, puſhed forward before day-light on the 
8th, and had inſpetted the works and Gar- 
riſon, before the fleet arrived. A very faſt 
ſailing Canoe-built boat, rowing twenty- 
eight oars, which attended the Governor's 
budgerow conſtantly, proved extremely uſe- 
ful upon all theſe ſudden emergencies: 
This convenient little veſſel was always 
diſpatched when the dinner budgerow 
hoiſted her daily ſignal, to bring up all 
ſtragglers, by which means thoſe unfortu- 
nate heroes who had bad-going pinnaces, 
or budgerows, were often prevented the 
hard neceſſity of a bread and cheeſe diet. 
Monghir November 16th, 1787. 

Landing at Dinapore on the Morning of 
the 10th, the Governor in two days in- 
ſpeed all the Troops cantoned there. — 
Having civil buſineſs at Patna, within fix 
miles of Dinapore, he ſtaid the ſame time 
at that place, dining one) day with the 
Revenue Collector, and the next, with the 
Commercial Reſident. While at Dinapore, 
we lived with Colonel! Macleod who com- 
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mands the 73d Highland Regiment, and 
has a moſt noble houſe in the can- 
tonment. Leaving Patna, (which I before 
deſcribed as a very large and wealthy city, 
on my firſt viewing it in our progreſs up) 
on the 14th, we proceeded in two days 
to the invalid ftation of - Monghir. — 
While at Patna, accounts arrived of a 
dreadful hurricane in and about Calcutta, 
infinite damage has enſued to a very con- 
ſiderable amount, — but thank God! few 
lives have been loſt in proportion to the 
number of boats and veſſels deſtroyed, 
houſes unroofed, and huts blown down. 
I have heard of only one European drown- 
ed, a Mr. Bolts, whoſe boat went down 
in the River; — the reſt are natives. — 
Moſt of the Indiamen at Diamond Har- 
bour were driven aſhore, and one, the 
Thetis, loſt her mainmaſt; all have been 
got off with trifling damage. The ſtorm 
was felt in a ſmall degree as high as 
Patna, 500 miles from Calcutta: it has 
occalioned a temporary ſcarcity of rice in 
ſome parts of Bengal; near 5000 rice-boats 
*eing ſunk by. it, before they had diſcharged 
their 
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their cargoes. This inconvenience will be 
ſpeedily removed, as many up-country veſſels 
are puſhing with ſupplies of rice for the 
preſidency, and I was told, the province of 
Bahar, eſpecially the ſouthern diſtritts, is 
this ſeaſon abſolutely glutted with that 
moſt neceſſary commodity. The honorable 
Company, who might have experienced 
very ſerious loſſes in the late ſtorm, have 
fortunately eſcaped without any worth 
mentioning. Individuals have been greats 
ſufferers, Europeans as well as Natives, 
ſome, I fear, to a ruinous amount. It is 
uſually the caſe, that violent ſqualls of 
wind attend the change of the monſoon, but 
ſeldom encreaſe to the alarming height, or 
continue ſo deſtruttively long as thple felt 
on the 1ſt and 2d Inſtant. | 9 
Nov. 18th Oppoſite Rajemal Nills. 
We made a very ſhort ſtay at that ſweet 
ſpot Monghir, the Governor having © 
a few hours buſineſs to tranſact with th 
Engineer relative to the erection of new 
works; ſtorehouſes, &c. as a grand depot 
is, I believe, intended here for the upper 
tations of the army, which deſign the pe- 
| | quliar 
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euliar fituation of Monghir, favors extremely. 
Juſt, previous to our departure from it on 
the 16th, a very remarkable event occur- 
ted, worthy in my opinion of a place in 
this Journal; while we were at breakfaſt 
with Colone} Berrington the Commanding- 
officer, a pretty large Tyger, with which 
kind of wild beaſt the country about 
Monghir abounds, was brought for our 
inſpettion, by ſome people who had ſlain 
him cloſe under the walls of the fort, —/ 
It appeared upon enquiry that this ſavage 
animal had been firſt diſcovered in the 
tiver, into which he might have fallen by 
accident, or perhaps, as they ſometimes do, 
was attempting to croſs it in ſearch of prey. 
Some people ſeeing him in this embarraſ- 
icd ſituation boldly puſhed after him in 
boats, with guns, bows and arrows, &c. 
and firing feveral ſhot. drove him over to- 
wards the garriſon, where, upon his crawling, 
aſhore, more foes were ready to receive 
him, this they did fo effettually, that after 
being hit thrice in the head with balls, 
and with two arrows ſucking in his body, 
the poor beaſt retreated to ihe water, and 


roaring 
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roaring horribly, fell into it, and died: 
though ſorely wounded when he landed, 
he made to the laſt moment feeble at- 
tempts to ſpring upon his antagoniſts, this 
occaſioned a frequent ſcrambling among 
the crowds of ſpettators to get out of his 
way, and even after breath had departed, 
many of the Sepoys were ſo fearful of 
his coming to life again, that they nearly 
cut off his head with their ſwords; thus 
ended this memorable conflict, which ſome 
of our party were fortunate enough to 
view, as they walked round the. walls of 
the fort. Your old acquaintance, Captain 
Haldane, was ſtanding on a baſtion at the 
time of the attion, and he declared it 
was altogether the nobleſt ſight he ever 
beheld; by his deſcription the tyger ſwam 
very bold and ere, when a ſhot ſtruck 
bim, he roared dreadfully and ſprang a 
prodigious height out of the water; add 
to this, the ſhore and fort walls lined 
with people, a multitude of boats rowing 
round him, vollies firing in every direc- 
tion at this enemy of the human ſpecies, 
and every time he ſprang forward upon 
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a ſhot taking place, loud huzzas and dif- 
cordant ſhouts echoed from every quarter ! 
Neither the Governor or Colonel Roſs, were 
preſent at this grand ſpectacle; as: for 
myſelf, though at firſt not a little cha- 
grined at loſing the exhibition of it, (for 
you may ſuppole the manner in which 
this creature loſt his life does not often 
occur) yet upon refletting how totally im- 


_ poſſible it was for an earthly being to 


exiſt in two places at the ſame moment 
of time, I became perfectly ſatisfied. To 
explain what I here allude to, it is ne- 
ceſſary for me to obſerve that on the 
morning this ſtrange occurrence happened, 
I had gone out at day-break with a gen- 
tleman of our family to ſee a moſt ex- 
traordinary well, fituated about 5 miles 
from Monghir: this great natural curioſity 
is called by the natives the Seetacoon 
well, its water ſo exccedingly hot, that J 
was very glad to withdraw my hand in- 
ſtantly on dipping it in, and I am told 
tea has been made, and eggs boiled on 
the ſpot, this experiment we did not try, 
haugh I firmly hetieve the pradlicability 

| of 
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of it; a conſtant ſteam ariſes as from a 
boiling cauldron, with the ſame bubbling 
noiſe — a ſquare wall ſurrounds it to 
prevent dirt falling in, but at top its 
expoled to the weather. Its remarkable, 
that another well, cloſe to this, ſhould be 
nearly cold! — Every body drinks the 
Seetacooh water in preference to all others, 
and many people ſend boats and jars to 
be filled at this ſpring, (for it keeps ſweet 
a long time) ſeveral hundred miles from 
different parts of the Company's provinces: 
we generally are ſupplied with it, and 1 
think it ſuperior far to any other water 
I've taſted in India, in ſweetneſs and 
tranſparency. , 

Burrampore Cantonments. near Moor- 

ſhedabad, November the 22d, 1787. 
The people whoſe care this valuable 
Jpring is under, can give no regular tra- 
dition concerning it, they only ſay, “its 
peculiar quality was diſcovered above 200 
years ago, and that the water encreaſes 
gradually in heat during the cold months, 
and diminiſhes in the hot”; yet I've heard 
this ſeeming inconſiſtency contradicted by 
I an 
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an officer formerly on duty here, and had 
been a frequent viſitor at the well, he told 


teration in the ſtate of the water, and 
believed it to poſſeſs an equal degree of 


, 


' 
j | me ©he never recolletted finding any al- "4 
Ji 4 . 


heat at all ſeaſons”; — A ſtory is told of 
an Hindoo woman, of high caſt, falling 
into this ſtygian lake ſome years ago 
while ſhe was performing ſome religious 
ceremony too near the edge; her death, as 
: you may imagine, was inſtant: — the road 
V4 from the fort to the well, lies through the 
pleaſanteſt country I've yet ſeen in India, 
on one ſide the rougheſt rocks towering \ 
to the ſkies form a ſcene romantick in the 
extreme, on the other, rich fields of cul- 
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4 tivation among which are here and there 
M interſperſed in the happieſt manner, num- 
berleſs cottages, a few large bungalows, 
belonging to Europeans, and cluſters of 
the choiceſt mango trees, that form the 
moſt delightful ſhade ever impervious to 
"WE the ſuns meridian rays. On our return, / 
if the fort of Monghir at a diſtance with 
| the Ganges, winding through an extenſive 


[| plain, allernately ſeen and concealed, pre- 
ſented 
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ſented a ſecond no leſs pleaſing proſpett ; 
in ſhort, I muſt ſay I never enjoyed a 
ride ſo much ſince I left my native land! 

We are this moment loſing fight of the 
military ſtation of Burrampore, where the 
Governor ſtaid only one day, as moſt of 


the troops had marched from thence in 


conſequence of orders for a general change 
of the brigades, nothing particular occurred 


from leaving Monghir on the 16th in- 
ſtant, to our arrival at the above ſtation 


on the 20th in the evening—We ſaw in 
many parts of the Coflinbazar river, 
which we entered below Rajemal, near 
Sooty, dreadful effects of the late hurri- 
cane, boats of all ſorts * buried in the 
ſands, and human bodies innumerable ex- 
poſed to view, mangled and torn by jack- 
alls, dogs, and birds of prey, — altogether 
a moſt pitious! as well as offenſive ſpec- 
tacle, I aſſure you! The Indiamen being 
all refitted again, and nearly ready for 
their voyages, I ſhall immediately on my 
arrival at Calcutta cloſe theſe important 
diſpatches, if they ſhould happen to afford 
amuſement to my beloved parents, I a 

ſatisfied. 12 | 
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Commander in Chief's Bungalow, 

Barrickpore Nov. the goth. 

We arrived here ſafe and ſound the 27th, 
and found many good people aſſembled 
irom Calcutta to congratulate the Gover- 
nor on his return to the Preſidency : — 
they all teſtiied their aſtoniſhment at the 
extreme rapidity of our motions, and 
agreed in aſſerting it the firſt inſtance of 
the kind, where ſo very large a fleet of 
boats, performed, in leſs than four months, 
fuch an extenſive and difficult navigation, 
As I am now come back to the very 
ipot we embarked from, and from whence 
my journal commenced, I beg leave to 
cloſe this unintereſting detail, the peruſal 
of which muſt by this time have totally 
exhauſted the ſtock of patience you may 
Jointly enjoy. By the late papers from the 
coaſt, I am informed of poor George 
Cowper's death, in his way home from 
China ! — The chick mate had got the com- 


mand of the Pitt; — I pity my good aunt, 


her forrows will be great, as her affettion 
for her children knows no bounds! — My 


kindeſt duty to her, if you pleaſe. The 
Government 


5 (&g ) 

Goverment houſe in Calcutta being only 
juſt painted, has prevented our moving 
from hence, ſince we arrived, but in two 
or three days it will be ready for his 
Lordſhip's reception: another large houſe 
cloſe to it, is taken for the family, ſo we 
ſhall all' be comfortably lodged this cold 
ſeaſon, which we poor Indians are now 
making the moſt of. Our winter, amule- 
ments are all begun, and weddings hap- 
pen daily. As I have now written ſo long a 
letter to my deareſt parents, for this is 
intended for their joint peruſal, it muſt 
not be expetted that 1 can find mate- 
rials for any more by this ſhip, the Buſ- 
bridge Captain Robinſon, which fails in 

a few days for Europe dirett. 

Calcutta December the 15th, 1787. 
As the packet is going down to the Bul- 
bridge Indiaman, I muſt immediately cloſe 
my diſpatch which I kept open to inform 
you of our being once more ſettled at 
the Preſidency in good health, &c. We 
-came into town from Barrickpore the gd 
of this month, as the Government houſe 
was not finiſhed for his Lordſhip's recep- 
| into 
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tion before, tho' the repairs had been or. 
dered juſt on our leaving it — It is now 
a moſt beautiful manſion indeed. His 


Lordſhip ever attentive to the comfort 
and convenience of thoſe about him, has 
taken another noble houſe for his family, 
and pays the cent out of his own allow- 
© © ances; I am now writing in one of the 
beſt and cooleſt bed chamber's in Calcutta, 
and have a ſmall ſtudy beſides, and every 
convenience for my horſes and ſervants— 
We are moſt elegantly lodged, I affure 
you, thanks to his unbounded goodneſs! | 
extended to us all! Now my deareſt pa- 3 
rents adicu for the preſent, I pray Gd 4} 
to continue to you both, health and every 
comfort the world affords — may he re- 
- unite our ſcattered family in due time; 
and gladden all our hearts! Thus prays 
your truly dutiful | 3 
and affettionate 4 
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N. B. My 3 &c. preſent q 
all who "enquire after me. 


